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P1: We’d like to present a project “Christmas Carols”. Our project is about Christmas and New Year celebrations in Britain. While presenting the project there will be a song, a poem and a play. Let’s start from etymology.

Etymology 
The word Christmas originated as a compound meaning «Christ’s Mass». The phrase was first recorded in 1038.The combination is from Greek «Christos» and from Latin «Missa».
In Greek, the letter “X” (chi), is the first letter of Christ, and it, or the similar Roman letter “X”, has been used as an abbreviation: on for Christ since the mid-16th century. Hence, Xmas is often used as an abbreviation for Christmas
Christmas tree

The Christmas tree is often explained as a Christianization of pagan tradition and ritual surrounding the Winter Soltice, which included the use of evergreen trees, and an adaptation of pagan tree worship. The English language phrase «Christmas Tree» is first recorded in 1835 and  represents an importation from the German language.
Christmas cards
Christmas cards are usually given during the weeks preceding Christmas Day on December 25.The traditional greeting reads «Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year» much like the first commercial Christmas card, produced by Sir Henry Cole in 1843 in London.
P2: Christmas Carols   

On the Sunday before Christmas many churches hold a carol service where special hymns are sung. People listen to readings from the Bible too. Sometimes carol-singers, especially children, go along the streets from house to house, singing citing poems in front of each house and asking for money.
P3: Christmas is coming
Christmas is coming.

Christmas is coming,

The geese are getting fat,

Please put a penny

Into the old man's hat.

If you haven't got a penny,

A ha'penny will do.

If you haven't got a ha'penny,

Then God bless you.

Christmas is coming.

Christmas is coming.
P2: But there is a Christmas Carol which is not a song or a hymn. It is a story told more than a century and a half ago by one of the most wonderful story-tellers of the world – Charles Dickens, the famous English writer.

Сценка:

За столом сидит Скрудж, читает газету. Забегает его племянник, хлопает по плечу и говорит:Merry Christmas, uncle! God save you! 

Скрудж: Humbug! Merry Christmas (c ухмылкой).  You have no right to be merry. You are poor!

Племянник: Uncle, I’d like to invite you to have Christmas dinner with me and my wife. 

Скрудж, продолжая читать газету: I don’t want to hear about it!

Племянник выходит, Скрудж подходит к окну, стоит, думая о делах…

Стучатся двое просящих. Скрудж оборачивается, смотрит на них.

 Просящий 1: Merry Christmas sir! We are collecting money for poor people.

Скрудж: Oh, money-money… What money?! Get away!

Просящий2: But thousands of people are in need, even foods and money…

Скрудж: Poor people’s place is in prison and work houses.

Просящий 1: It’s useless, let’s go (опустив головы, просящие уходят).

К двери подходит мальчик и поёт песню: 

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

We wish you a Merry Christmas,

And a happy New Year!

Скрудж ещё больше злится, подбегает к мальчику с линейкой, будто хочет ударить. Мальчик убегает с криком: Oh, God…

Через некоторое время заходит в цепях мертвец – бывший партнер Скруджа, бизнесмен. Скрудж хватается за сердце и, заикаясь, говорит: How… Where… Why… Why do you trouble me?

Приведение-бизнесмен: Oh, I had been so selfish when I was alive. I had been only interested in money and had not cared about people outside my office. Now I have no rest no peace… I wear the chain I have made in life link by link. Do you know, Ebenezer Scrooge, the weight and length of the chain you make yourself? I am here tonight to tell you that you have yet a chance and hope no to go my way. Tonight you will see Three Spirits (приведение исчезает).

Заходит привидение 1: I am the Ghost of Christmas Past, I came to remind you your past (и делает жест рукой, показывая ему его же прошлое, как он в детстве провел как-то рождество с сестрой). Забегают маленький мальчик с девочкой и, танцуя, поют песню под музыку: 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way, 

Oh what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh. 

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way, 


Oh what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh. 

Заходит привидение 2: I am the Ghost of Christmas Present. I came to show you Bob Cratchit’s poor house.
Делает жест и появляется жена Крэтчита с пудингом, выбегают дети и радостно с криками бегают вокруг «матери»: 

· Oh, pudding…

· Hurrah!

· A Merry Christmas!

«Жена» Крэтчита, оглядывает детей и говорит им: A Merry Christmas my honey, God blesses us my dears.

Присоединяется «муж» с бокалом и говорит: “Let’s drink to Mr. Scrooge, who gave us this dinner. Long life to him! A Marry Christmas and a Happy New Year!”

Затем привидение 2 указывает в другую сторону, где появляется «племянник» Скруджа со своей молодой «женой», и говорит: Now let’s go to your nephew’s house (указывает рукой в другую сторону и появляется «племянник» со своей «женой» с бокалами.

Племянник: My uncle is a funny old man. And he isn’t very pleasant. His money is of no use to him. But I’d like to drink to his health. A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to the old man!    

Жена: A Merry Christmas my dear!

Приведение3: I am the Ghost of the Christmas Yet to Come. Look, this is your grave in future! (На стене появляется изображение с могилой Скруджа при помощи проектора, «приведение» указывает на него): 
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There are no even flowers on it. Nobody will come to remember you!

Скрудж: No Spirit! Oh, no, no! (Падает на колени и умоляет): I am not the man I was! Good Spirit, I’ll start the new life! I’ll keep Christmas in my heart all the year. I’ll always remember this lesson. Please, please…

Заходит «автор»: Ebenezer Scrooge kept his word and much more he became as good a friend, as good a master, as good a man, as the good old city knew. Ghosts did not visit him anymore, and people said that he knew how to keep Christmas better than anybody else. And so God bless us, Everyone! A Merry Christmas!
P2: Boxing Day

The first weekday after Christmas is a public holiday. In England it is called Boxing Day. In past times it was the traditional day to give presents to servants. This day is called Boxing Day because at one time the presents were put in boxes (Christmas boxes). Usually Boxing Day is December 26, but if Christmas Day falls on a Saturday, Boxing Day is on December 27.

P4: New Year’s Day
Then after Christmas celebrations New Year’s preparations come. Just before midnight, the ashes are cleared from the fireplace so that the year will be begun afresh. Money, especially silver money, is placed outside the door, and bread and a piece of coal are put as’ well to ensure health, wealth and happiness to the household. A few minutes before 12 o’clock all the doors of the houses are opened to allow the spirit of the old year to leave. When the clock strikes 12 people wish “A Happy New Year” to each other. The toasts, kisses, handshakes, and usually “Auld Lang Syne” is sung.
 

The First Foot
There is a funny tradition, connected with the New Year: the First Foot. This is the first visitor to enter a house on New Year’s morning. Traditionally, The First Foot’ should cross the threshold with a lump of coal and silver coin in his hands (or in some places with a glass  of wine in one hand and a lump of coal in the other) to ensure the well- being of the family for the coming year. 
Coal helps to make fire in midwinter and there shall never be lack of food and drink during the coming year. The First Food must be a man because it is believed that if a woman first sets foot in the house, bad luck will follow the family throughout the year. It is a good thing everywhere if he is a tall, dark-haired, and handsome man. 
P5: Christmas dinner 

A traditional Christmas dinner consists of stuffed turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce and a variety of other dishes. Some families have ham or roast goose instead of turkey. Pumpkin pie, plum pudding, and fruitcake are favorite desserts.
Jingle Bells
"Jingle Bells", originally "One Horse Open Sleigh", is one of the best known and commonly sung secular Christmas songs in the world. It was written in 1857 by James Pierpont (1822-1893) to be sung at a Thanksgiving program at his church in Savannah, Georgia. The song has been translated into many languages.
Jingle Bells
Chorus 
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! 
O what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh. 
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! 
O what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open sleigh. 
 
Dashing through the snow, in a one-horse open sleigh, 
Over the fields we go, laughing all the way. 
Bells on bob-tails ring, making spirits bright, 
What fun it is to ride and sing a sleighing song tonight. 
Chorus
A day or two ago, I thought I'd take a ride 
And soon Miss Fanny Bright, was seated by my side; 
The horse was lean and lank, misfortune seemed his lot; 
He got into a drifted bank and we got upsat 
A day or two ago, the story I must tell 
I went out on the snow, and on my back I fell; 
A gent was riding by, in a one-horse open sleigh 
He laughed as there I sprawling lie but quickly drove away

Chorus
Now the ground is white, go it while you're young 
Take the girls tonight, and sing this sleighing song; 
Just get a bob-tailed bay, two-forty as his speed 
Hitch him to an open sleigh and crack! You'll take the lead 
Chorus
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